'Memorandum's' hand (mixed with strong secretary influences on letters like t, v, w, c and backward e), along with contextual evidence, date this preface to the end of the seventeenth century. Its contents suggest that, for at least one reader, Trapnel and Wentworth's prophecies continued to have contemporary relevance even in the late 1680s, thirty-five years after the first of the texts was published. It also provides a potentially broader context for the cause of female Protestant visionaries and the response to it, on the Continent and in
Scotland.
The 'Memorandum' acts as an introduction and gives instructions for someone first encountering the collection -it not only outlines the chronological order in which the texts should be read, but relates them to their historical and religious settings. It explains, for example, the source of the title for The Cry of a Stone. Hilary Hinds, Trapnel's modern editor, follows Sue Wiseman in tracing it to the apocryphal Second Book of Esdras, where 'the stone shall give his voice' is one of the signs of the coming apocalypse. 2 bygone aberration rather than a current concern, and only one of them refers to her writings, which were never reprinted. While The Cry of a Stone, evidently her most popular work, is preserved in at least sixteen copies, the others currently number between one and six.
Even fewer copies exist of Wentworth's works, with only one or two surviving examples of each listed in the Short-Title Catalogue; England's Spirituall Pill, the last of them, appears to be unique to the Edinburgh volume. Wentworth's prophetic activity in the late 1670s was already quite unusual, since the introduction of the repressive Clarendon Code had caused sectarian groups to go underground, and she faced opposition from her husband and congregation. Although she attracted some notice for writing directly to Charles II, a government informer observed that her works had a relatively small print-run, even at the height of her notoriety. 6 Even before this, he wrote that 'Our friend Mrs. A.
Wen[tworth's] friends begin to decline her predictions and her too; because she cannot or will not be positive when and what the great things she wrote about to the King will be';
there are no known references to her following the publication of England's Spirituall Pill.
7
Against such circumstantial evidence, however, the 'Memorandum' indicates that there was a sympathetic audience for both Trapnel and Wentworth even in the late 1680s, and that these texts continued to be read for their contemporary relevance.
The anonymous author of the 'Memorandum' clearly had some connection to radical 
